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A week-long dialogue focusing on the use of information,
communication, and associated technologies in sustainable
agricultural development and food security.

"e-Agriculture” is an emerging field comprising the enhancement
of agriculture and rural development through improved information
exchange, communication and learning processes, based on the use
of internet and other digital technologies by actors in agriculture
locally, regionally and worldwide.

The international Community at the World Summit on the
Information Society (WSIS) identified e-Agriculture as a priority in
its Plan of Action. E-Agriculture Week has been designed as part
of the follow-up to WSIS, and is being organized by a number of
international organizations, led by FAO. This week-long event was
developed based on results from a global survey on e-Agriculture in
which over 3,400 stakeholders in 135 countries participated.

E-Agriculture Week allows a wide range of stakeholders to
describe their experiences while learning from others. Major areas
of focus include:

e Practice: - Technologies and Methodologies: a
combination of discussion and hands on activities, looking at
different approaches to the use of recently-developed
methodologies and tools, focusing on good practices and on
determining criteria by which success can be measured.

e Policy: An opportunity for participants to debate how
different policies can impact e-agriculture activities and their
enabling - or disabling - effect.

The week of meetings and activities will coincide with and contribute
to the launching of the e-Agriculture Community of Expertise.

For more information, contact:

info@e-agriculture.org

Details of these meetings are accessible at:
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THE WEEK AT A GLANCE

OPEN MEETINGS

Web2ForDev: Participatory Web for Development
Pre-conference seminars: 24 September
Conference: 25-27 September
An International conference, with exhibitions and open spaces for dialogue, to explore
how stakeholders in agriculture, rural development, and natural resource management
can exploit opportunities provided by Web 2.0 methods, approaches and applications.
Initiated by CTA, organized & supported by CTA, FAO, IICD, GTZ, CGIAR,
in collaboration with Euforic, IAALD, APC, ACP secretariat, IFAD, UBC and UCAD.

CGIAR: Global Public Goods - From Information and Knowledge to Food:
Shaping a Strategy to Improve Access to and Use of Agricultural Research Outputs
28 September
CGIAR’s generated information and knowledge is referred to as Global Public Goods
(GPGs). This open and inclusive meeting will help lay out new approaches for the
CGIAR to provide its ‘information customers’ worldwide with simple but enhanced
access to the vast array of scientific data, information and knowledge generated by its
research centers working with their national research partners.

Organized by CGIAR and FAO.

e-Agriculture - From Dialogue to Action
28 September
A participatory meeting for all stakeholders to reflect on the scope of e-Agriculture and
to identify priorities for action — to include virtual participation.
Organized by FAO

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MEETING
(accredited participants only)

Technical Consultation on Agriculture Information and Knowledge
Management
28 September
A consultation between FAO Members’ delegations, with official observers, to review
information and knowledge management in agriculture and rural development within
FAO and in Member Countries.
Organized by FAO
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MEETINGS WITH PARTICIPATION BY INVITATION ONLY

Eighth Agricultural Ontology Service (AOS) Workshop
"7 years of AOS: Achievements and Next Steps"
21-22 September
Information and knowledge management experts in agriculture to review ongoing
developments of semantic standards and their application.
Organized by FAO

The 2" Expert Consultation on International Information Systems for
Agricultural Science and Technology
23-24 September
Information and knowledge management experts in agriculture to review ongoing
collaboration and agree on future priorities and actions.
Organized by CGIAR, CTA, FAO, GFAR, IAALD

e-Agriculture Working Group
25 September
E-Agriculture Working Group members to review ongoing work and consider future
actions on the e-Agriculture Community of Expertise, based on stakeholder input
including contributions from the meetings in e-Agriculture Week.
Organized FAO

2.4n3/nolibe-o 03 pajelad sj003 pue sadioeld poob ‘saousaiiadxd

EGFAR Task Force
26 September
Members of EGFAR Task Force to discuss, review and chart new directions for EGFAR,
the electronic platform for GFAR
Organized by GFAR Secretariat

Inter-Regional Consultation on Information and Communication Management
for Agricultural Research for Development (ICM4ARD)
26 September
Regional Forum and other GFAR Stakeholders Representatives to discuss, review and
develop ICM4ARD Global Partnership Program activities for 2008
Organized by GFAR Secretariat

International Association of Agricultural Information Specialists
Executive Board Meeting
27 September
Board members will meet to review ongoing activities.
Organized by IAALD

Farmer-led documentation: Local knowledge sharing in an agricultural context
28 September
An interactive exchange meeting, where organizations involved in agricultural development are
invited to share their views on farmer-to-farmer knowledge sharing, specifically on farmer led
documentation. Organized by PROLINNOVA / ETC EcoCulture, IAALD and FAO.



